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Table 1. Response of squatic weeds t selected herbicides and approsimate trestment coits.
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Biological Weed Removal

Herbivorous Fish
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What to Stock?
All-purpose Fish Combination

Largemouth Bass — 100 fingerlings/acre
Bluegill — 500 fingerlings/acre
Channel Catfish — 100 fingerlings/acre

Fathead Minnows — 3 pounds/acre



When to Stock

Stock minnows In spring
Catfish in fall
rgemouth bass next spring




Where to Get Fish

ansasaqguaculture.com
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Bass Harvest Critical

e Do not remove bass
<15” for 3 years

o After that have a 12”-
15" protected range

e Harvest no more than
20Ibs. bass/acre/year




Bluegill

e Usually not harvested
adequately

e Trytoremove 30
lbs/acre/year




Channel Catfish

e Harvest as many as
desired

Replace with > 8” to
oid bass predation




Typical Stocking Strategy for Small
Ponds

e Blueqill

e Largemouth Bass

e Channel Catfish




Problem Fish for Ponds

wvws alsn have scaleless Nedos




Pond Fishery Out of Balance

o A few large blueqill

« Many small
largemouth bass




Pond Fishery Out of
Balance

« Many small bluegill

 Few large largemouth
bass




Balanced Pond

. Bluegill

argemouth Bass
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Not recommended for most
‘pond owners — not needed In
a balanced system

e Not a solution for undersized
fish



Panfish Option

2lease all bass < 15 inches,
S overpopulates the bass

1 then larger Bluegills will
yroduced (> 8") -







Big Bass Option

Release all bass
under 15” for 4 years
after stocking

Harvest no bass > 15”
during that time

Then overharvest the
8" — 15” bass (30-
50/acre)

Release bass > 15
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Common Causes o Mu‘ddy Ponds.
and Their Solutions

—! —".q'}ﬁ‘

° Eradlcatlon: chemical

common carp and " or drain pond |
btheads | “ SRR
\ Wave Action 1t C & s Riprapor vegetation
, S Lwestock « Fencing )
A Squended clay . ‘Hay'bales

particles



Fish Kills Due to Suffocation

e Excessive snow and ice

e Rapid plant die-off resulting from:
— Cold rain
— Several cloudy days
— Excessive use of herbicides
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Preventing Summer Fish Kills

P .
Prevent fertilizer, herbicides, iné']ectiqides" organic

run-off (silage, manure) from entérir&ihe pond

Chemically treat aquatic weeds early iﬁ._the growin
season Y :%
N









http://www.fws.gov/huronwetlands/Photos/Wildlife/images/Common Muskrat_jpg.jpg�







Mormal water level

S~ (does not rise more than 6")

Proper Construction of Embankments

Newden Flooded den

' -...,"‘E’_ I 'h""_-._ High water level

Mormal water level

_j More than 6"

g & Steep bank encourages burrowing

Improper Construction of Embankments

Fig. 5. Proper dam construction can reduce muskrat damage to the structure.
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Management Options

What do you want?
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